


 

Message from the CEO Aboriginal Alcohol & Drug Service 

As you are aware the Awards Ceremony was held at the òFly By Nightó 

Fremantle Musicians Club on Wednesday 6 th  May 2009. The event was 

organised in Partnership with Aboriginal Alcohol and Drug Service and 

the West Australian Music Industry (WAMI) with support from 

AbMusic . This event was attended by Musicians, entertainers, Music 

Industry Professionals, Aboriginal Organisations, Comm unity Elders 

and members of the community from WA State  wide. It was also 

attended by a number of International Guests associated with the 

WAMI festival.  

If you attended this event you will understand the pride I feel that 

our organisation AADS was involv ed as a key player  with our theme for 

the evening òDrinking in Moderation for Socialisation ó. Our involvement has raised the 

organisation and its name to great heights with many accolades and congratulations being 

received from all those who were in attendance.  

 òYou have done so much to lift the spirit and pride of Aboriginal people from all 

over WAó. 

 

 òWhat a great show case of Indigenous talent and an event that went to the heart 

of the diversity of Aboriginal Culture throughout WA.ó 

 

 òAADS have raised the Bar by placing Aboriginal talent on show and honouring our 

culture ð you have done a lot to remove barriers between our language groups that 

are sometimes placed between ð what a spirit of cooperationó. 

 

 òThe best event we have seen in many years and you need to keep doing itó ð A 

strong feeling of cohesion, pride, respect an d loveó. 

 

There are too many more to mention.  

The whole event was broadcast live to Regional Western Australia on the òMary G ó show and will 

be broadcast in full to a national audience soon. A DVD is being made of the Awards Ceremony 

and will be out for s ale soon. 

John Butler from òJohn Butler Trioó presented the òGold n Solidó Award on the night and has 

given great praise to the event organisers and for the fantastic musical talent. Narelda Jacobs 

did such a great job as female MC on the night and w as proud to be a part of the Inaugural  òToo 

Solidsó WA Indigenous Music Awards 2009. The stand in MC for Ernie Dingo has been snapped 

up to be the host and MC at a number of future events.  



The òToo Solidsó WA Indigenous Music Showcase was held on Friday 8 th  May 2009 and thatõs 

another great story in itself . 

I would like to again thank all the AADS staff who contributed to the success of the Awards:  

Denice Kickett, Christine Pearson, Gail Gibson, Lin da Loo, Robyn Withnall and Phyllis Jackson. Big 

thanks to Sandy Blurton who volunteered many hours work and was pivotal to the success of the 

event.  

Others from outside AADS include Jade Masters from AbMusic  (Excellent Job Jade), Oxfam 

Volunteers (We have adopted you all into the family) and a big congratulations to Phil Bartlett 

Jnr from WAMI who is doing great things in the growth and developm ent of Indigenous Music in 

WA it was great to  see his dream turn t o reality . 

If the òTOO SOLIDSó WERE TOO SOLID THEY WERE TOO SOLID BECAUSE OF THE TOO 

SOLID PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THE TOO SOLID ORGANISATION.  

Thank you to the following Aboriginal Organisations and Mainstream Agencies for their support 

and contribution in purchasing tickets /tables for the awards  without you it would not have been 

a success; 

 ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICE  

 DERBAL YERRIGAN 

 MAAMBA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION  

 SOUTH WEST ABORIGINAL LAND & SEA COUNCIL  

 PEEDAC 

 YIRRA YARKIN  

 MARR MOORDITJ  

 ABORIGINAL INTELLIGENCE  

 ABMUSIC  

 FIRST NATIONS  

 DCA 

 OXFAM  
 Trophi es Done by EXCLUSIVE TROPHIES , caterers RED HEN , Banner and Posters - 

EAST PERTH PRINT , Photographer ð KEN BOAS, Welcome to Country ð RICHARD 

WILKES, Dancers ð COMMON GROUND, Judges organised by WAMi, Stage 

Management, organised by ABMUSIC - THANKS LIZ AND JADE, DVD organised by 

WAMi And the MC õS Narelda Jacobs and Presenter John Butler organised by AADS and 

WAMi.  



A.A.D.S TEAM ς TOO SOLID AWARDS ORGANISERS 

The Awards  was an enormous opportunity not only for Indigenous artists, 

but for the whole community  in general .  The awards gave us the 

opportunity to  give past due recognition to Indigenous Artists who have 

worked so  hard  over the years  producing Aboriginal music 

and lyrics.  

The event ra n as a part of the WAMI Festivalõs week of 

celebrations. Over the years the festival claimed many 

wonderful raving reviews from cooperate figures, well 

known artists and key  people from all over the world, 

which In turn provides artists with a high standard level 

of exposure  and the Awards certainly  did this.  

As part of the Agreement for the Too Solid Awards 

between the Aboriginal Alcohol and Drug Service and the 

Western Aus tralian Music industry, AADS organised a team that would ensur e 

a successful event; our team  contacted Aboriginal 

organisations to purchase tables, organised the venue, 

catering for 260 people, trophies and awards, guaranteed  

sponsorship from Govern ment agencies, corporate 

businesses and other key stakeholders that would attend 

the event  and or sponsor awards .  

We also contacted OxFam who were able to provide us 

with 25 volunteers for the evening; they were an integral 

part of the eveningõs success.  

Overall t he evening was a huge success and all the hard 

work and dedication from the team at AADS surely paid 

off ð as we seen winners accept their trophies and awards.  

Due to the remarkable  partnership between WAMi and 

AADs the  feedback from community has also been 

tremendous .   

òNever seen an Production run so smooth well done to all at 

AADS & WAMió Kim Farmer (Lawyer) 

òCanõt Wait Till next Yearó Bianca May (Award Winner) 

òFantastic gig, very well organised  had a great time 

congratulations ó (John Butler)  



VOLUNTEERS ς TOO SOLID AWARDS ORGANISERS 

It was fantastic to  have Sandra volunteer her tim e and 

come on board as one of the  organisers  - Sandra attended 

AADS everyday for many weeks leading up to the Awards 

and volunteered her time, with expecting nothing in return 

but a simple ticket to the awar ds. Her time and commitment  

was invaluable, and her events management skills are 

exceptional , ð Thankyou Sandra. 

 

 

 

We were very fortunate  to  have Oxfam 

volunteer  there services  for the 

Awards night , with the serving of meals 

to each table and assisting in cleaning 

up the kitchen area. A special thank  you to Caron Passmore from Oxfam who 

coordinat ed all the volunteers A BIG THANKYOU  to all at Oxfam  

At  the Too Solid awards night  

 

 CARON PASSMORE  KHOI AMIN     SHARON ANDREWS  

 ANNE BATT    BRANT BIBBY    SHAWNEE CANJURA  

 RUMBI CHEKECHE  REBACCA CRAVEN  ALICE DAVIES   

 SOPHIE DOUGHTY  ALICE DRURY   EMI FITZGERALD  

 SARAH FOREMAN   LISA GRIFFIN   MARION JEFFERSON  

 RACHEL JENNER   BETHANY JOHNSON  HENRY LEE 

 VERONIQUE LARGIER  MYREE LITTLE   CATHERINE OLD  

 BRUNO MITCHEZ   NANCY PERREE  TAHLIA PYKE  

 PENNY SANDOVER   FRANCENE SANDOVER  SARAFINA WACHWA  

 RACHEL WAGENER  KAREN WALKER  MICHEAL  

THANKYOU  to Jamie Fung ,  Janelle McHale , Ricky  Bartlett , Nat alie  

Ellis  and Jason who as sisted in packing goodie bags and setting up of 

tables before the awar ds


